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Happy New Year!

Everyone at Park View wishes our pupils, parents and families a very 
Happy New Year!
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Tartan Assembly

On Friday 25th of January 2019, the children can wear tartan clothes or accessories to school and make a suggested donation of £1 to the School Fund.  The pupils will then take part in some Scottish themed activities at assembly and in class.  We will provide a piece of shortbread and a small cup of diet Irn Bru for each child, but if you would rather that your child did not take this, please just let the class teacher know in advance by sending in a note.


Credit Union

Unfortunately, due to staff absence, the Credit Union Club will not run until further notice.  The Credit Union team apologise for the inconvenience.  It is suggested that in the interim, deposits are made via their office in the main street in Halfway.
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Car Parking/ Road Safety 
In the interests of pupil safety, the car park will be closed at entry and dismissal times.  We would also ask that Parents/Carers park safely in the surrounding streets and adhere to the advised 20 mph speed restriction.  Thank you.  Parents/Carers and local residents have raised concerns related to dangerous driving and parking close to the school.  Please report these concerns to the police and provide registration plate numbers if possible.
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Wet Morning Supervision

On very wet mornings, the children are currently permitted to line up in the gym hall from 8:40am onwards and a member of the management team supervises the children for 10 minutes or so until the bell rings at 8:50am.  This is just provided on a goodwill basis to avoid the children getting wet before school starts. Once the children enter the hall, they are not allowed to go back outside.  Parents/Carers can accompany their child to the gym hall door if they wish to do so, to check that their child goes in. 

Please note, however, that if a member of the management team is unavailable to supervise the pupils due to absence or other school commitments, the gym hall door will not be opened and the children should line up in the playground in the usual manner. Where possible, on wet days, it is best if the children arrive at school just before 8:50am, in case there is no supervision available for the hall and the pupils are lining up outside.  We appreciate your understanding in this matter.
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Pupil Absence

If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school office before 9am.  We have a designated answering machine for this purpose.  Unexpected absences will be followed up by school staff, in line with SLC policy.  Parents who have to take their child out of school during the day for an appointment, should send in a note in advance and collect their child from the School Office.   Improving attendance is a focus for our Improvement Plan this session.  Mr. McKissock will be responsible for closely monitoring pupils’ timekeeping and attendance and he is keen to work with families and children to ensure that our attendance and punctuality rates increase.  
Term-Time Holidays

If you arrange to take your child out of school for a family holiday during the term, please be advised that this will usually be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Staff will not provide work for children to do during such holidays, but would request that the children continue to read and practise their literacy and numeracy skills whilst they are off school.  Please inform the school in writing of any planned holidays at your earliest convenience.  Thank you.
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Head Lice

 In order to prevent the continued spread of head lice, we strongly advise all Parents/Carers to check their child’s hair frequently and to visit their local pharmacy to obtain the most appropriate advice and prevention and/or treatment products.  Many of these are free of charge. Your co-operation is greatly appreciated by all concerned.  
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Celebrating Birthdays

Several parents/carers have asked about the possibility of sending in birthday cakes to school.  Whilst this is a lovely idea, due to concerns about parental consent, food allergies and diet restrictions, we regret that this is not practical.  Please be assured that all of the staff make a special effort to acknowledge and celebrate the children’s birthdays in a variety of ways in class.  Your understanding in this matter is greatly appreciated.
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P1 Registration

We will be registering new P1 catchment pupils every day at 9:30am and 1:30pm during the week beginning Monday 14th of January 2019.  Parents/Carers should bring their child’s full birth certificate and two recent, official documents which state their current address.  There is no need to make an appointment, but Monday and Friday are usually the busiest days.  If possible, Parents/Carers should bring their new P1 child along to the school when coming to register.
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Parent Partnership

The next meeting of the Parent Partnership will take place at 7pm on Thursday 10th of January 2019.  Everyone is welcome to attend.
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School Calendar
Information regarding the school calendar will be included on monthly HT Updates and reminders posted on Twitter.  Please keep the attached list for reference.
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Phonecalls

As you know, our support staff are more than happy to help Parents/Carers, but over the last few months the number of phone enquiries regarding information that has been provided via newsletter, Twitter and the website has increased significantly.  For example, we received over 30 phone-calls querying arrangements for the pantomime despite three letters being given out.  We do appreciate that there are a lot of events in school and it is easy to misplace letters etc. but we would ask for your cooperation in this matter.  All newsletters are posted on the website and there is a separate page for club details that is updated by Mr. McKissock each term.

Also, if your child’s collection arrangements have changed unexpectedly, please try to contact the school office prior to 2:50pm, as it is difficult to pass on messages to the children when dismissal has already started.  We appreciate your support with this.

Finally...
Please remember that you can contact the school and make an appointment to speak to any member of staff regarding your child or if you wish to discuss any aspect of school life.  
Yours sincerely,
Mrs. M. Speirs
Park View Primary School

Diary Dates for January/February 2019

	Parent Partnership Meeting
	Thursday 10th January 2019 at 7pm

	P1 Registration Week
	Monday 14th January – Friday 18th January 2019  at  9:30am and 1:30pm

	Right On Time Week
	Monday 14th January – Friday 18th January 2019

	Tartan Day
	Friday 25th January 2019

	Parent Partnership Meeting
	Thursday 7th February  2019 at 7pm

	Holiday
	11th  and 12th February 2019

	In-service Day
	13th February 2019
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